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External Advisors, Practice Bases and Training Effectiveness:
An Empirical Analysis Based on the Survey of Professional
Degree Masters From 2013 to 2017

LI Minglei' HUANG Yuheng® ZHOU Wenhui' LAN Wenting’
(1. Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081;
2. Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: External advisors and practice bases are among the key elements in professional degree masters’
training process. A longitudinal monitoring of the national data shows that more than 50% of the professional
masters have neither external advisors nor training experience in practice bases, which indicates that the overall
construction of external advisoring system and practice base is still severely insufficient. But in terms of the trend
of development, the situation is getting better. This study finds that there is little difference in the construction of
practice bases between various training units, but there are indeed significant differences in the arrangement of
external advisors; The higher the grade is, the more external advisors and practice bases professional masters
have; The construction of external advisors and practice bases in western colleges and universities falls behind the
eastern, central and northeast regions. The condition and satisfaction of professional master’s external advisors
and practice bases both have significant impact on the training results, and the impact of the practice base is
greater than that of external advisors. This study calls for improvement of the construction of external advisors and
practice bases through institutional policies. Training units should devote to strengthening the tutoring system; the
professional masters should get the guidance of the tutor and get access to the practice bases earlier; the
construction of external advisors and practice bases for training units should be considerably promoted in the
western area.

Key words: professional degree; master student; out—of—school tutor; practice base; training effectiveness
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