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World-class University ;: Rationalized Myth and How It Forms

ZHOU Wen-hui HE Sui-bo
(Academic Degree & Graduate Education , Beijing, 100081)

Abstract; What a world-class university can do is not only embodied in teaching, research and serv-
ice, but also in its significance of being a symbol of a rationalized myth, which may affect the actions of
other higher education institutions and even governments. This paper holds that the way of the world
first-class universities to play “rationalized myth” is the legitimacy mechanism. Firstly, the world uni-
versity rankings define what is a world-class university to some extent, which strengthens the social
cognitive legitimacy of world-class universities. Secondly, research universities in the monopoly posi-
tion construct the normative legitimacy of world-class universities. Thirdly, world-class university
movement confers world-class universities political legitimacy, and gradually constructs the cultural
cognitive legitimacy of world-class universities. Finally, because of scholars and university administra-
tors with overseas studying or working experience, institutional diffusion of world-class universities
spreads and strengthens the normative legitimacy of world-class universities at one hand, and boost its
social cognitive legitimacy on the other.

Key words: world-class university; rationalized myth; legitimacy; the new institutionalism in or-
ganizational analysis
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