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The Legal System of China’s Higher Education Evaluation .
Core Norms., Examination of the problems., and Adjustment of its Orientation

LI Ming-lei

(School of Humanities and Social Science , Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing, 100081 )

Abstract: The legal system of higher education evaluation in China comprises normative documents
of different levels, including the basic law, the common law, administrative regulations, departmental
regulations and policies. The legal status of higher education evaluation has been established, the im-
plementation legalized, and the practice of evaluation guaranteed. However, some problems still exist.
For instance, the amendment of evaluation laws lags behind, and the fragmentation of the legal system
of evaluation makes it difficult to act in concert. In the new era of deepening comprehensive reform, the
development of the legal system of higher education evaluation is in a macro environment of institutional
changes, which is characterized by “the separation of administration, university-running and evalua-

é

tion”, “reform in delegating powers, enhancing regulation and strengthening public services”, and
deepening the institutional mechanism of educational supervision in the new era. This paper argues that
the legal system of higher education evaluation in the new era should first take into consideration the o-
verall examination of the evaluation system and the deepening reform of the higher education evaluation
system, the feasibility of evaluation legislation and its linkage in general, and then make a shift of ad-
justments in the basic orientation and key norms. The basic orientation of the higher education evalua-
tion system should consider the diversified legal relationships between evaluation laws, promotion of
the legal status of evaluation, and restriction of government authority in evaluation. The key norms in-
clude addressing the source of authority of third-party evaluation institutions, establishing an evaluation
recognition system, and creating an evaluation remedy system.
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