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External Evaluation System of Postgraduate Education
in China: Policy Review, Problem Analysis and
Improvement Path

ZHOU Wen-hui ZHAO Jin-min

Abstract: The evaluation system of postgraduate education in China is characterized by the localization dominated
by external evaluation, and a scientific external evaluation system is very important for the high-quality development
of graduate education. After 40 years of exploration and reform, the external evaluation system of postgraduate
education in China has achieved a certain effect in the system construction, but there are still practical problems that
need to be improved. The specific manifestations include: the scientific nature of the evaluation index still needs to be
improved, the collection of evaluation data increases the workload of colleges and universities, the evaluation leads
to the homogeneity of the participants, and the evaluation's diagnostic improvement function is difficult to play. The
main reasons for these problems are the resource quality view dominates the evaluation criteria, the lack of overall
planning and centralized management, the technical rationality dominates the evaluation design, and the neglect of the
subjectivity of college teachers. To meet the reform needs of educational evaluation in the new era, it is necessary to
cultivate third-party evaluation institutions, build monitoring data platforms, strengthen the supervision of graduate
education, and carry out meta-evaluation, so as to build a more mature external evaluation system of graduate
education.

Key words: postgraduate education; external evaluation system; policy review; third party assessment; monitoring
and evaluation; meta-evaluation
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